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Circus skills help 
build self-esteem 

shows. 
Behrman students had the 

B e h a n  st*+& opportunity to learn several 
juggIing techniques. Students 

~ U B I ~ ,  learn learned to juggle with miniabe 
balls aswell as scarves. They also 
had a chance to purchase several 

By Shellta Dalton fun items, includ~ng umbrella 
Contrlbubnl wnter hats, clown wigs and red clown 

noses. 
C~rcus of the Kids recently Along with teaching the stu- 

made a stop at Martin Behrman dents the art of juggling, Bruce 
Charter Academy for Creative Pfeffer, owner and director of 
Arts and Sciences. The travel- Circus of the Kids, wanted to 
ing circus program is designed show them the importance of a 
to make learning fun by inmrpo- 
rating esteem-b3ding into their See C~RcU'd, Page 2 

Woodlands Trail 
documentary debuts 

By Shellta Dalton 
Contributingwnter 

Woodlands Conservancy, a 
nonprofit organization, recenb 
ly held a premiere screening of 
the documentary "Woodlands 
Trail and Park: Stsuggle to Sur- 
vive," in hopes of educating the 

public about the park's strug- 
gles as well as demonstrating the 
organization's efforts to solve the 
ongoing issues. 

According to its wehsite, the 
association was created with the 
mission to preserve and develop 
an emsystem dedicated to cmab 
ing daily public opportunities for 
recreation, ecotoulism and edu- 
cation in a natural and historic 
setting. 

The progress of their mis- 
sion and restoration efforts to 

See TRAIL, Page 2 



" .. . 
~O,UUI)-ncrc formed by are wed to the ~PPJ," said &auk 
O r l ~ ~ n s  and Plsiluemines osish- Brasted. executive director. 
es, is being threitened by ioreign 
plants such as Chinese tallo~i, 
Chinese privet and chinaberry 
trees. 

"Many ~ e o ~ l e  aren't aware of 
how b~d;6ese'~l;t~t species ale," 
*aid Diane Rot: b o d  ~~esi t lent .  
"They are no; our n a h a l  spe- 
cies of plants for this area and 
they are trying to cover and kill 
the natural species." 

The park, which houses both 
cypress and tupelo trees, repre- 
sents one of southeastern Lou- 
isiana's last stands of bottom- 
land hardwoods in the peninsula. 
Along with being a place for edu- 
cation and recreation, this area 
has been instrumental in protecL 
ing parts of southern Louisiana 
from further damage caused by 

"They pbovide protection and 
serve as wind buffem." 

She added that  the native 
trees also work as a sponge to 
help soak up some of the water 
brought in by storms, which 
helps reduce flooding. 

Brasted aha said many native 
animals and migratory birds 
depend on the Woodlands as a 
source of nubition. 

"Nearly 20 million b i rds  
migrate across the gulf every 
spring," she said. "As we lose 
more coastal land, many birds 
will become even more depen- 
dent on this forest for nutrients." 

By having an increasing num- 
ber of non-native invasive plants, 
the migratory birds as well as 
native species are put in danger. 

Members of the Matt Johnson Trio perform as part of the docu- 
mentary premiere. 

Woodlands Conservancy board member Dan Dreiling, lee, and 
Executive V~ce President of Daybrook F~sheries Borden Wallace, 
right, showcase the plansfor the Daybrook Pavilron, which will be 
located in the park. Daybrook will provide finances and materials 
for the pavilion. 

Conservancy always 
needs more support 

TRAII, fiom page I storms. 
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native twes have a better chance 
orotect this area. located in the of Stavine in.ulace because thev 

Woodlands Conservancy board members include, from lee, Rob 
Salus. Heidi Poche', Katie Brasted, Diane Roy, Dan Dreiling. Jan 
Rice and Lee Dupont. 

The members of Woodlands 
Conservancy, along w t h  several 
sponsors and voluntee~s, con- 
tinue to make efforts to protect 
and restore the forest area. Hmv- 
evel; they are in need of more 
suppo1t. 

The organization is using 
tools such as the documentary 
to educate those who may not be 
aware of or concerned about the 
dangerous effeds of the foreign 
invasive plants. 

"It's kind of like global warm 
ing," Roy said. "You don't see the 
changes and effects until later 
down the road; but these plants 
have the potential to take ovec" 

The documentary will air on 
WYES Jan. 10 at 9:30 p.m., Jan. 
14 a t  10:30 p.m. and Jan. 18 a t  
11:30 p.m. I t  was made possible 
by contributions from the Loui- 
siana Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry, Entergy, Cono- 
coPhillips, Plaquemines Parish 
Government and the Plaque- 
mines h i s h  Sheriff's Office. 

To learn more about how you 
can helpwith the efforts of Wood- 
lands Conservancy, visit their 
Web site a t  wwv.woodlandstrai1. 
org. They may also be contacted 
at 504.433.4000. 




