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ST South African port

A budding relationship between New Orleans and the South
African port city of Durban took another step forward latein
2003 asthetwo cities signed an agreement to work toward a
trading and cultural partnership.

L ocated on the Indian Ocean, Durban isthelargest port in the
southern hemispher e and the entry point for more than 60
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percent of South Africa’s container shipping. About 2.5 million
peoplelivein its metro area, which is also home to one of South
Africa’ sthree major international airportsand a continental
ground transportation network.

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin and Durban city manager
Michael Sutcliffe signed the agreement at a business forum
organized by the New Orleans/South African Connection, a
local nonprofit group that has promoted such eventsannually
since 1999. Organization president Damon Batiste saysthere's
great potential for international trade, tourism and cultural

exchange between New Orleans and South Africa. Durban’s Join our

port makesthe city a logical starting point, he says. Mailing List:
"It'sthe Big Easy of Africa," saysBatiste. " They haverich Enter Your Email:
traditions of hospitality and food and music that they recognize _
heretoo, and we can build that into business (r elationships),

especially with their port. Subscribe O
"We have a chancefor New Orleansto bethe gateway to South Unsubscribe @

Africa," hesays. In addition to organizing the annual business
forum, Batiste hasworked to introduce South Africato event
plannersin New Orleans and hosted concerts and other events
in both countries. A major validation of that cultural
diplomacy camein November when the New Orleans Jazz and
Heritage Festival selected South Africa asthe theme of its
cultural showcase for 2004. More than 100 South African
musicians and craftsmen have been invited to participatein the
festival.

The agreement signed by Nagin and Durban’s manager signals
their intent to develop a more formal business and cultural
partnership, which is expected to be presented thisyear. - .M.

Port Pelican plansto
import natural GAS

Federal regulator s have given energy giant ChevronTexaco
Corp. permission to build a port off the coast of L ouisiana
designed specifically to import foreign natural gas. The port
will bethefirst of itskind in the world.

Called Port Pelican, the $800-million facility would handle
natural gasthat has been liquefied for shipping from
producing countriesto the United States, whereit will be used
to fuel electric power plants, heat homes and make chemical
products. ChevronTexaco saysit will begin construction in
2004. The company expects Port Pelican to be completed in
2007.

Initsnatural form, gasisdifficult to ship over long distances.
But when brought down to super-cold temperatures, the fuel
becomesa liquid that can then be shipped around theworld in
tankers. ChevronTexaco's planned offshore port would bea
receiving point for the fuel, whereit would then bereturned to
agasand distributed to users nationwide through a pipeline
network.

Shell Oil and New Orleans-based M cMoRan Exploration Co.
are also planning similar projects of their own, though they are
still awaiting approval from regulators.

Port Pelican will bethefirst deepwater port built in the United
States since the 1976 L ouisiana Offshor e Oil Port.
ChevronTexaco also plansto build a similar liquefied natural
gasport in Mexico.—1.M.
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